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An Exploration of 
The Origins of the Lineage 

of Sir Richard Boyle, First Earl of Cork, 
and 

an Exploration of the Origins 
of the Surname ñBoyleò 

By Garvin H Boyle 

I ï Introduction 

Purpose 

The branch of the Boyle family tree to which I belong, the branch that spread out from Pakenham, here, in Ontario, Canada, 

is descended from two brothers, Thomas and Henry Boyle, who came to Canada as part of the Peter Robinson settlement 

scheme executed in the 1820s.  All of the Robinson settlers were recruited 

from the Blackwater district of County Cork in Ireland.  Family lore says 

that Thomas and Henry were related to the Boyle family that had some 

political status in the nearby town of Bandon at that time, and were in fact 

descended from the Great Earl, Sir Richard Boyle, the First Earl of Cork.  

 

It has proven very difficult to document this connection to the Earlôs family.  

In a follow-on booklet I shall publish the evidence and associated 

interpretations and speculations on that matter, with the hope of eventually 

resolving it. 

 

That is to say, I have not yet given up on the quest to prove or disprove this 

linkage, but, rather, for this booklet, I have decided to undertake a related 

task in the interim.  Assuming that this apparently undocumented 

connection between my branch of the Boyles and the First Earl of Cork is 

nevertheless valid, based on the circumstantial evidence available, the 

search for our family roots then becomes the search for the roots of the 

family of Sir Richard Boyle, the First Earl of Cork.  In any case, I strongly 

believe that, as we look back into the deep, deep roots of this family name, we are searching our own genealogical roots, 

whether or not we are connected to those roots through Sir Richard Boyle, the ñGreat Earlò, or through another limb of the 

tree. 

 

So, the purpose of this essay is to examine the evidence respecting the roots of the family of Sir Richard Boyle, the First 

Earl of Cork. 

 

The research on this topic has had some emotional ups and downs.  I attempted a similar project in the early 1980s, and 

made very slow and unsteady progress.  However, during the last few years Google Books, Microsoft, and a couple of other 

organizations have been finding old and rare books in libraries throughout Europe, Australia and North America, making 

searchable copies available on the Internet, and making soft copies in PDF and EPUB format available for download.  With 

the discovery of such resources, I have been able to make fast progress, quickly accessing books from university libraries 

from Los Angeles, to Canberra, to Dublin, and many points in between, all while sitting in myown study.  Most of these 

books were printed in the 18
th
 and 19

th
 centuries, by meticulous scholars who referenced works no longer extant in their day.  

So, I have read books from at least three continents, some of which were written over 250 years ago, referencing other 

works over 900 years old.  It is truly amazing what you can find on the internet now. 

 

Many of the referenced books are, nevertheless, difficult to find and download on the Internet if you donôt know how.  I 

have therefore decided to present the results in a format that I have not seen used by other authors, to make it easier for the 

reader.  The material is presented more-or-less in the order in which I discovered it, so you can experience the sense of 

discovery.  I have quoted extensive portions of the reference works, and I have also cut images of the title pages and other 

relevant pages of the books, and pasted them into an extensive set of annexes.  This allows you, the reader, in some small 

sense, to actually consult these rare and ancient texts yourself, as you read my essay.  I have also provided a relatively 

complete bibliography of both books and websites.  I hope you will enjoy the reading experience as much as I have enjoyed 

the research. 

Sir Richard Boyle, First Earl of Cork  
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Disclaimers 

While I have made every attempt to execute an exhaustive search for the roots of the lineage of Sir Richard Boyle, and the 

roots of the Boyle surname in general, I am certain that there are many loose ends yet to be uncovered, and many 

speculations to be proven or disproven.  I am equally certain that I have made some errors along the way. 

 

I make no claims for this work, other than that I enjoyed researching it, and hope that you enjoy reading it.  I am not a 

historian, and have no credentials in that field.  I am not a professional genealogist, and have no illusions that would lead me 

to think I would be a good one.  I have great respect for scholarly works produced by meticulous historians and 

genealogists, replete with extensive footnotes and critical commentary, and I search out such works for my own reading 

pleasure.  But, if I attempted to produce a work of that level of integrity and quality, it would clearly be a pretence, and that 

would not do this material justice. 

 

In place of meticulous research, I offer the results of an almost obsessive need to understand those things that catch my 

fancy.  I started on a simple quest: to find out what I could about the ancestors of Sir Richard Boyle, the First Earl of Cork.  

This blossomed into a list of possibilities, each of which I had to explore until my need to know subsided. 

 

In place of scholarly presentation of synthesized results, I offer an opportunity to share in my intellectual adventure ï an 

exploration in the wild woods and foggy mists of the murky past.  The Boyle lineage, among the best documented lineages 

outside of royal lines, provides a great opportunity for such an adventure, taking us into nation-changing conquests, 

medieval jousting tournaments, the birth of modern science, brags, rumours, and many wild suppositions.  Shortly after the 

printing press was invented, people started recording the distant past in massive books.  For example, Archdallôs work of 

1789 appears to be seven volumes of about 2,900 pages in total, the lifetime work of two authors.  Through óGoogle Booksô 

we have access to many of these ancient records. 

 

In place of concise and carefully constructed footnotes, I offer images of some of the most relevant pages of ancient texts, 

so you, the reader, can see for yourself, as I did, the kinds of problems found in these ancient works that make this kind of 

research promising, and then disappointing, and over all, a challenging and emotional roller-coaster ride. 

 

In this book we meet characters that range fromóDr Dryasdustô, the 17
th
 century fictional antiquarian (no kidding!), to John 

Astley, one of Englandôs 13
th
 century knights who fights in public, on contract, a champion in the jousting tournaments, in 

the time of the War of the Roses, who skewers the head of his French opponent (no kidding!).  We meet Niall of the Nine 

Hostages, the ancient king of Ireland who controlled his subjects by holding family members as hostage (otherwise a nice 

guy, Iôm sure!).  We meet Jean de Boeul, Le Fléau des Anglais, who stood with Joan of Arc.  And we meet Rollo, the 

Viking ónorth manô who conquered much of northern France and carved out  the kingdom of Normandy for himself and his 

followers, a kingdom that changed the course of history.  And we meet his offspring, William the Conqueror, the Norman 

duke who conquered and kept England, establishing a long-lasting bond of intense rivalry between these two countries that 

played out across the face of the world for the nine centuries following.  We read a passage from his Domesday Book, 

written in Latin, Danish and Saxon circa 1086, and translate the obtuse references using insights gleaned from the works of 

ancient antiquarians, thereby finding hints about our origins. 

 

To be sure, this is NOT written as an adventure book.  If you are looking for a óhistoric novelô, this is not it.  But, if you are 

the kind of person that enjoys reading ancient texts about people in an ancient culture that may be long gone, but which 

shapes our lives now in both bold and subtle ways, then, using your imagination, you will find the tales I have discovered 

both fascinating and insightful. 

How to Access Ancient Texts Online 

So, just before I start, let me share the techniques I have used to find the reference works in the Annexes.  These ancient 

works exist in at least two forms on the Internet: PDF or EPUB form and ósearchable full textô form.  The PDF is usually a 

high quality non-searchable image of the original.  However, the searchable full text form is usually a very bad OCR 

(optical character reader) product.  The fault is due to the difficulty of reading ancient fonts from decaying papers.  

However, with luck, you can óGoogleô a phrase, pull up the full text version, find and note relevant passages, and then 

download the PDF version for reading.  If you find a book through óGoogle Booksô click on the gear icon and, if a PDF 

version is available, download it.  If you find it from Microsoft, or a similar source, click on the óother formatô button, and 

select PDF or EPUB and download it. 

My Coordinates 

Garvin H Boyle, PO Box 1149, Richmond, Ontario, Canada, K0A 2Z0    orrery@sympatico.ca  

mailto:orrery@sympatico.ca
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II ï Lineage Back to 1240 
There is pretty solid evidence that we can trace the genealogy of Sir Richard Boyle back to one Lodovic Boyle who lived in 

Herefordshire circa 1240, although some intervening generations may be missing. 

1789 - Archdallôs ñPeerage of Irelandò 

We start with the earliest published work describing his ancestry that I have been able to find.  The title of this book is, as it 

is with many ancient books, excessively long but interesting: ñThe PEERAGE of IRELAND, or A Genealogical History of 

the Present Nobility of that Kingdom, with Engravings of their Paternal Coats of Arms, Collected from Public Records, 

authentic Manuscripts, approved historians, well-attested Pedigrees, and Personal Information, By John Lodge, Esq., 

Deputy Keeper of the Records in Birmingham Tower, Deputy Clerk and Keeper of the Rolls, and Deputy Register of the 

Court of Prerogative, Revised, Enlarged and Continued to the Present Time; By Mervin Archdall, A.M., Rector of Slane 

in the Diocess of Meath, Member of the Royal Irish Academy, and Author of the Monasticon Hibernicum.ò, Volume I. 

 

It is, in fact, difficult to decide what is title, and what is additional information included in the title page.  However, I repeat 

it all here to point out some interesting things.  While this book by Archdall was printed in 1789, it is an enlargement of a 

previous unpublished work written by John Lodge.  I believe they worked on the book together, but the elder author passed 

away prior to publication.  (Pages from this book are included at Annex A01). 

 

Archdall lived from 1723-1791.  So this work was published just two years prior to his own death.  John Lodge lived from 

1692-1774, passing away fifteen years prior to publication.  John Lodge was approximately 30 years senior to Mervyn 

Archdall.  I would suppose that the elder man involved Archdall in his lifeôs work, and, on his passing, Archdall continued 

the work and published it.  It would be interesting to know in exactly which years Mr Lodge held the various positions 

described.  However, we can estimate that he spent over 20 years at this task (it was printed in seven large volumes, of 

which I accessed only Volume I), which means he did his research between the years 1754-1774 at the latest. 

 

Unfortunately, other than one reference, Archdall and Lodge do not mention the sources for the information about Sir 

Richard Boyle.  Nevertheless, this is the most complete account of the familyôs roots that I have been able to find to date. 

 

This is what we can glean from Archdallôs volume.  I have identified each generation in the genealogy by an Alphabetic 

Identifier (AID) for later reference.  I have placed an excerpt from his book on the left, and my comments and speculations 

on the right. 

AID  Excerpts  My Comments and Speculations 
 ON PAGE 144 

The ancestors of this 

noble and far-spreading 

family, which (as Mr. 

Thoresby observes in 

his Ducatus Leodiensis, 

p 64.) has in a few 

generations obliged the 

learned world with so 

many noble exemplars 

of true piety, learning 

and ingenuity, as is rare 

to be met with,  

In 1715 Mr Ralph Thoresby wrote a history of the county of Leeds entitled ñDucatus 

Leodiensisò, which was reprinted in 1816 in an expanded and revised version.  I cannot find 

evidence of the original version still being extant.  The revised version is available online for 

a price.  Archdall must have been referencing the first edition.  Unfortunately this work, in 

either version, provides little detail on the origins of the Boyle family.  (See Annex A02.) 

 

A look at the published index of its contents shows that it does purport to have the following 

two pedigrees of interest: 

- Boyle Earl of Cork, Pedigree of (page 61)  

- Boyle, Pedigree of  (page 64) 

This index is at the URL: http://www.yorkshirecdbooks.com/Indexes/LeedsIndex1.html 

The pedigree, starts with Lodovick Boyle of the city of Hereford, as great-great-grandfather 

of Sir Richard Boyle, but also mentions a Sir Philip Boyle, an Arragonian knight.  More on 

him later.  I have found no other sources supporting Thoresbyôs version of the pedigree. 

A had for many years 

their residence in the 

county of Hereford; 

where Lodovic (or 

Lewis) Boyle lived in 

the reign of Henry III,  

Here is an adapted excerpt from Wikipedia re Henry III 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_III_of_England 

 

[Henry III (1 October 1207 ï 16 November 1272) was the son and successor of 

John as King of England, reigning for 56 years from 1216 until his death. His 

contemporaries knew him as Henry of Winchester. England prospered during his 

reign and his greatest monument is Westminster, which he made the seat of his 

government and where he expanded the abbey as a shrine to Edward the Confessor.  

He [Henry III] spent much of his reign fighting the barons over Magna Carta and 

the royal rights, and was eventually forced to call the first "parliament" in 1264.] 

 

 

http://www.yorkshirecdbooks.com/Indexes/LeedsIndex1.html
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If we estimate that Lodovic Boyle was born in the middle of the time of King Henry III, for lack of any evidence otherwise, 

that would be approximately 1240 AD.   ñLodovicò is a Latin version of the name ñLewisò.  I am not sure what we can 

deduce from this.  This is a time almost 200 years after the Battle of Hastings (of 1066), when the Normans conquered 

England.  I would guess that there is both Latin and Norman heritage implied by the name. 

 

AID  Excerpts  My Comments and Speculations 
B and was the father of 

John, 

Assuming his father was aged 35 at this sonôs birth, John was born approximately 1275 

AD. 

C the father of James, Assuming his father was aged 35 at this sonôs birth, James was born approximately 

1310 AD. 

D the father of Lodovic, Assuming his father was aged 35 at this sonôs birth, Lodovic was born approximately 

1345 AD. 

E whose son John  Assuming his father was aged 35 at this sonôs birth, John was born approximately 1380 

AD. 

F had issue James, Assuming his father was aged 35 at this sonôs birth, James was born approximately 

1415 AD. 

G the father of Lodovic 

Boyle of Bidney, of the 

Friars in the city of 

Hereford, living in the 

reign of Henry VI,  

Assuming his father was aged 35 at this sonôs birth, Lodovic was born approximately 

1450 AD.  In some documents Lodovic is spelled Lodowick or Ludowick. 

 

Here is an adapted excerpt from Wikipedia re Henry VI 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VI_of_England 

 

[Henry VI (6 December 1421 ï 21 May 1471) was King of England from 1422 to 1461 

and again from 1470 to 1471, and disputed King of France from 1422 to 1453. Until 

1437, his realm was governed by regents.  Contemporaneous accounts described him as 

peaceful and pious, not suited for the violent dynastic civil wars, known as the Wars of 

the Roses, which were to commence during his reign.  His periods of insanity and his 

inherent benevolence eventually required his wife, Margaret of Anjou, to assume 

control of his kingdom, which contributed to his own downfall, the collapse of the 

House of Lancaster, and the rise of the House of York.] 

 

I think Bidney was the name of a manor, originally called Bydenwye.  This is the first 

mention of a family estate, and that Lodovic was a member of the Friars of that city. 

GB who [i.e. Lodovic] ... 

had two sons, and one 

daughter, Eleanor ... .  

The sons were John 

Boyle, Esq., ... and 

Roger, who ... 

Assuming his father was aged 40 at this sonôs birth, Roger was born approximately 

1490 AD.  I use estimates of 35 years for first-born sons, and 40 years for second-born 

sons.  These intergenerational times seem excessively long to me, and I wonder if we 

arenôt missing a few generations. 

 

From here down I will use the AID to indicate generational changes and birth orders.  

E.g. the AID of the first son of Lodovic [AID=G] will be [GA] and of the second son 

will be [GB], etc.  John Boyle [AID = GA] ñenjoyed the estate in Herefordshire, and 

had two sons, Thomas [AID=GAA] and James [AID=GAB], whose descendant, James 

Boyle [AID=GABXX], was Sheriff of that County 29 Eliz.ò  Roger [AID=GB], the 

younger son, evidently did not inherit the estate. 

GBB had a daughter 

Elizabeth and four sons; 

John of Hereford, ... 

Roger, ancestor to the 

Earl of Cork; Michael; 

and Hugh ... . 

Assuming his father was aged 40 at this sonôs birth, Roger was born approximately 

1530 AD. 

John of Hereford [AID=GBA], Michael [AID=GBC] and Hugh [AID=GBD] have 

extensive progeny described over the next 4½ pages of the work.  However, as they are 

not in a direct line to Sir Richard, Earl of Cork, I will not mention them here. 

GBBB ON PAGE 150 

We now turn to Roger 

Boyle ... .  He had issue 

three sons and two 

daughters, viz. John, ... 

Richard, created Earl of 

Cork, Hugh ... , 

Elizabeth, ... Mary. 

Assuming his father was aged 40 at this sonôs birth, Richard was born approximately 

1570 AD.  But we know (from Wikipedia) that Sir Richard Boyle was born in 1566.  

This tells us that our string of assumptions about the ages of the fathers at the time of 

birth of their sons was out by only four  years.   

 

Sir Richard Boyle, Earl of Cork [AID=GBBB], completes the ten generation lineage.  

Of course, I have left out a number of side branches, and just presented the bare lineage.  

Sir Richard Boyle was the second son of the second son of the second son of Lodovic 

Boyle, of Bidney, and of the Friars of Hereford [AID=G]. 
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1804 - Duncumbôs ñCollectionsò 

The next interesting source is a book called ñCollections Towards the History and Antiquities of the County of Herefordò, 

Volume I, by John Duncumb, A.M, printed in 1804, about 15 years after Archdallôs work.  In this work persons with the last 

name of Boyle are mentioned several times, and it is instructive to try to identify them against the names in Archdallôs 

work.  (See pages from Duncumbôs work in Annex A03.) 

 

On pages 139 ff we have a list of the Sheriffs of the County of Hereford starting from 1154 up until 1802.  The dates are 

based on the year of reign of the monarch, so, for example, on page 146, under the reign of Elizabeth (starting in 1558) we 

have the entry ñ29 James Boyleò.  I believe this means James Boyle was the Sheriff of the County of Hereford for one year 

in the 29
th
 year of the reign of Elizabeth I.  1558 + 29 - 1  = 1586.  This is the James Boyle identified by me as 

AID=GABXX from Archdallôs work.  Similarly, on page 353 we are told that a Gregory Boyle was one of the Members of 

Parliament at Westminster representing Hereford in the 27
th
 year of the reign of Elizabeth I.  1558 + 27 - 1 = 1584.  And, on 

page 367 we see that James and  William Boyle were each mayor of the City of Hereford in the late 1500s.  But, more to the 

point, on pages 378 through 380 we have a more detailed description of the family, copied below: 

AID  Excerpts  My Comments and Speculations 
 ... the premises were 

afterwards granted (36 Henry 

VIII) to Mr. James Boyle, 

one of the ancestors of the 

noble family of Boyle, Lord 

Boyle, &c. who had their 

residence in Hereford during 

many generations, and had 

property near the Grey 

Friars. 

King Henry VIII reigned from 1509 to 1547.  The 36
th
 year of his reign would 

have been approximately 1509 + 36 ï 1 = 1544.  The context is the discussion 

of the ownership of lands leased to some friars, and then re-leased to James 

Boyle.  Presumably, this James Boyle [AID=GAB] would have been aged 20 

or more, so we can estimate he was born prior to 1525. 

 

Later on, this James is referred to as James Boyle, of the Grey Friars, and it 

may be the same person who was Mayor of Hereford three times. 

 

His first cousin, William [AID=GAAD], was Mayor of Hereford, A.D. 1593. 

A Ludowick Boyle lived here 

in the reign of Edward III * 

(Collinsôs Peerage), being 

father of ... 

Note the different spelling.  Lodovic in Archdallôs work becomes Ludowick in 

Duncumbôs work.  Note that Henry III becomes Edward III.  I was unable to 

find the reference in copies of Collinsôs Peerage available to me. 

 

Henry III (1207-1272) was crowned in 1216 and reigned for 56 years. 

Edward III (1312-1377) was crowned in 1327 and reigned for 50 years. 
B John Boyle, which John was 

father of ... 

C James, who had issue ...  

F James,  father of ... Note here that Duncumbôs work leaves out two generations, i.e. Lodovic 

[AID=D] and John [AID=E]. 

G Ludowick Boyle, of Bidney, 

and of the Friars, in the city 

of Hereford. 

Duncumb says ñThis Ludowick lived in the time of Henry VI, and .. had issue 

a daughter, Eleanor, ... [and] two sons, John [AID=GA] and Roger 

[AID=GB], which John inherited the estate here, and left issue, Thomas 

[AID=GAA] and James [AID=GAB], which James had a grant of the site, &c. 

of Grey Friars, as mentioned above.ò 

GB Roger, the second son, ...  This Roger (this generation) is often left out of lineages, and Ludowick is said 

to be the grandfather of Sir Richard.  I think he should be here. 

GBB had issue 1. John Boyle, of 

Hereford; 2. Roger, and 

several others. 

 

GBBB Roger had issue, 1. John; 2. 

Richard; and 3. Hugh which 

Richard laid the foundation 

of the honours of this family, 

being created Earl of Cork, 

&c. 

 

Did Duncumb intentionally delete two generations, correcting a perceived error?  Or is his work in error itself? 

 I am inclined to believe Archdallôs genealogy over Duncumbôs for two reasons.  First, Archdall and Lodge worked as 

records keepers and had ready access to a lot of original records from which they could produce their compilations.  Second, 

if we remove two generations, but still need to cover the same time period, we increase the average age of fatherhood from 

36 years to 46 years over the duration.  [326/9=36; 326/7=46]  Since many of these men are firstborn, that seems 

unnaturally high.  However, we cannot be certain which source is in error. 

 

It is interesting to note that Archdall placed the original Lodovic Boyle in the reign of Henry III, while Duncumb places him 

in the reign of Edward III.  I donôt have an explanation for this discrepancy. 
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So far, there are two variations on the lineage, but little detail is provided in either one, and there are no references to 

primary sources that would help us to verify either account.  However, when looking at the two accounts, the variation 

presented by Archdall would seem to be more credible.  I note that the lineage presented by Thoresby is not inconsistent 

with that presented by Archdall, but is missing several links. (See Annex A04 for the proposed consolidated  lineage.) 

 

Of Lewis Boyle, of Bidney, we have this interesting comment by Turtle Bunbury: 

Richardôs grandfather, Lewis Boyle of Bidney, prospered during the War of the Roses and founded a 

Friary in the City of Hereford.  

URL:  http://www.turtlebunbury.com/history/history_irish/history_irish_boyle_and_smyths.htm Excerpted 24 August 2012. 

 

As we progress through this exercise, I would like to present the results of the research at each stage in a chart.  The chart, at 

this stage, is mostly empty as I make the first entry, in red.  As I make each new entry to the chart, it will be in red, and the 

rest of the chart will be outlined in black.  So, here we see the first piece of the puzzle, the lineage starting from Lodovic 

Boyle, of the City of Hereford, circa 1240, and leading to Sir Richard Boyle, born in 1566 in Kent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have more sources to present, but they were discovered late in the exercise, and I donôt want to present them yet, to 

preserve a few mysteries for later. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.turtlebunbury.com/history/history_irish/history_irish_boyle_and_smyths.htm
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III ï In Search of Humphrey de Binville 
Having established the idea that Sir Richard Boyleôs family is most probably descended from one Lodovic Boyle who lived 

in Herefordshire (also called County of Hereford) during the reign of Henry III, being born in the estimated year of 1240, 

letôs now try to go a little further back. 

 

A search on the Internet will produce numerous claims that one ñHumphrey de Binvilleò, living in the time of Edward the 

Confessor, is the earliest known root of this family.  However, such websites also clearly mix comments about Gaelic 

OôBoyles from the northwest of Ireland, Anglo-Norman Boyles from Ayrshire, Anglo-Norman Boyles from Herefordshire 

and Kent, and Anglo-Irish Boyles from Cork in the southeast of Ireland.  These websites are NOT credible sources, in and 

of themselves.  But the statement about Humphrey de Binville is common enough that it deserves exploration.  We note that 

Humphrey de Binville is not mentioned in either Archdallôs work, or in Duncumbôs work.  Following is the evidence I have 

found about this gentleman.  I am going to present the results in the order in which I discovered them.  I hope this gives you 

some sense of the enjoyment of the exploration. 

 

We find reference to Humphrey (Humphry) de Binville in at least three published works.  (Pages from these works are in 

Annexes A05, A06 and A07.) 

1760 ï Flloydôs ñBibliotheca Biographicaò 

In 1760 Flloyd published ñBibliotheca Biographicaò.  This is an early biographical dictionary.  People are in alphabetical 

order, and the pages are labeled by the first three letters of the name.  So, for example, the Boyle entries are on the pages 

labeled ñBOYò.   However, there are no page numbers, so it is difficult to indicate where material is found.  I have an 

e-copy of the book in PDF format, so I use the PDF-software-generated ephemeral page numbers as indicators.  (See Annex 

A05 for pages from this book.) 

 

In this book we get two curiously contradictory stories about the origins of the Boyle lineage.  On page 295 we read:  

 

ñBOYLE (Richard) the youngeft fon of Roger Boyle, of Kent, efq., was descended from fir 

Philip Boyle, a knight of Arragon, who fignalized himfelf at a tournament in the reign of Hen. 

VI.  He was b. in the city of Canterbury, Oct. 3, 1566. ...ò   

 

You might wonder if he is talking about the same family, but, from the rest of the article it is clear that this is talking about 

Sir Richard Boyle, the First Earl of Cork.  This is not in agreement with the works by Archdall or by Duncumb, discussed 

above.  Philip Boyle does not enter into those accounts at all.  This first tale, about Sir Philip Boyle, is a recurring theme 

which I will pursue in its own separate section below. 

 

Then, on page 298, the entry for Robert Boyle reads as: 

 

 ñBOYLE (the hon. Robert) efq; was defcended of a family whofe name, before the conqueft, 

was Binville.  He was the 7
th

 fon of fir Rich. Boyle, who ...ò.   

 

The conquest mentioned, is the Battle of Hastings of 1066.  This second tale is clearly more consistent with the location of 

Lodovic Boyle in Hereford in 1240.  This second tale, can be interpreted two ways.  Either the Binville family was in 

England prior to the conquest, or they came from Normandy as part of the conquest and the Norman migration which 

followed.  On this distinction, we might be able to assign a pre-Norman, or a Norman ancestry.  The context does not prefer 

either interpretation. 

1853 ï Cunninghamôs ñThe English Nationò 

Next we look at a book published 93 years later in 1853, ñThe English Nation; or A History of England in The Lives of 

Englishmenò, Volume II, by George Godfrey Cunningham.  (See Annex A06 for pages from this work.)  On page 541 we 

read the biography of Robert Boyle, the son of Sir Richard Boyle: 

 

 ñGenealogists have traced the name of the family to a period anterior to the conquest, and in 

Doomsday book, it is mentioned in conjunction with the estate of Pixley court, near Ledbury, in 

Herefordshire.ò   

 

Note that the wording is careful.  Note that the name ñBinvilleò is not mentioned, but we are pointed towards Domesday 

Book. 
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1086 ï William The Conquerorôs ñDomesday Bookò 

I describe the origins of the Normans, and William, Duke of Normandy, more fully in a later section, but here a brief 

introduction is needed.  In 1066, William, the Duke of Normandy, landed an army on the shores of England, very quickly 

defeated the defending Anglo-Saxon army, and became the King of England known as William I, or William the 

Conqueror.  The leaders of his army were each given feudal rights over land throughout England replacing the Anglo-Saxon 

lords, although some existing Anglo-Saxon lords retained land as well, accepting William as the new King.  The Normans 

imposed their sophisticated version of feudalism on an existing but apparently less formal version previously extant in 

England.  By this means they were able to quickly and thoroughly take control of the levers of power of an entire nation. 

 

Domesday Book is available online, but it is extremely difficult to use.  Here is the link to the Wikipedia article describing 

Domesday Book, and an excerpt from the article: 

 

URL: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domesday_Book  Excerpted 25 July 2012 

 
Domesday Book ... is the record of the great survey of much of England and parts of Wales completed in 1086. 

The survey was executed for William I of England (William the Conqueror): "While spending the Christmas 

time of 1085 in Gloucester, William had deep speech with his counsellors and sent men all over England to 

each shire to find out what or how much each landholder had in land and livestock, and what it was worth" 

(Anglo-Saxon Chronicle). 

 

One of the main purposes of the survey was to determine who held what and what taxes had been liable under 

Edward the Confessor ... . It was written in Latin, although there were some vernacular words inserted for 

native terms with no previous Latin equivalent, and the text was highly abbreviated.ò 

 

So Domesday Book is essentially a census of Lords and lands compiled about 19 years after the conquest.  If we could find 

the name ñde Binvilleò in Domesday Book, this might tell us whether the family came to England with the conquest, or 

came later.  Unfortunately, I was unable to get any hint of the existence of Humphrey de Binville in queries against the 

book.  In any case, it is difficult to see how a census entry in 1086 would tell us whether the family lived in England prior to 

1066.  The genealogists may have found additional primary evidence there that the ñde Binvilleò family lived in England 

prior to the conquest.  Were they compliant Anglo-Saxons who retained control of their lands?   

1906 ï Meehanôs ñFamous Housesò 

Next, we look at another work published yet another 53 years later, in 

1906, ñMore Famous Houses of Bath & District Being the Second 

Series of That Workò, by J.F. Meehan.  (For pages from this book, see 

Annex A07.)  This is less of a scholarly work, and more of a coffee-

table book than those previous works mentioned so far.  Nevertheless, 

I expect it is well researched.  On page 11, in the information about 

Marston House, we read: 

 

ñRichard Boyle, the first Earl of Cork, the 

distinguished Irish statesman, so frequently referred 

to as the ñGreat Earlò, was born ... .  He was 

descended from an old Hereford family.  The earliest 

member of which there is mention was Humphry de 

Binville, lord of the manor of Pixley Court, near 

Ledbury, who lived about the time of Edward the 

Confessor.ò 

 

Note the lack of hesitation in the declaration of the origins of the 

family.  Either 53 years has added a whole lot of certainty, or the 

author is less interested in the details of the genealogy and more 

interested in the house and the story that goes with it.  Note, also, that 

the spelling of the first name lacks the usual ñeò, as in ñHumphreyò. 

 

Edward the Confessor ruled England from 1042 to 1066, and the Norman conquest happened just after his death.  This 

interpretation of the Domesday Book places the ñde Binvilleò family in England prior to the Norman conquest of 1066. 

 

So, while we can find published accounts claiming that Humphrey de Binville is an ancestor of Sir Richard Boyle, the 

accounts are not 100% consistent, and become more certain the details as time passes.  

Map of Herefordshire 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domesday_Book
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At this point, the trail went cold.  I tried to get access to Domesday Book but found nothing about Binville or Pixley.  I 

Googled all the possible combinations of spelling of Binville that I could think of, and found no online evidence of his entry 

in Domesday Book.  I looked for de Binville, de Beauville, de Beuville, de Boiville, de Boyville with three different endings 

for each [ille, ile, il], but all to no avail. 

1883 ï American Antiquarian Society 

However, about a month after having given up on finding any more information about Humphrey de Binville, just when I 

thought I had explored all possible leads on Boyle origins, I discovered this next book. 

 

ñProceedings of the American Antiquarian Societyò, New Series, Volume II. 1882-1883.  This book contains an article 

describing the life of Robert Boyle, the famous chemist, author unnamed.  There is a pair of sentences in this volume which 

provide a fruitful lead.  Those sentences span the bottom of page 57 and run onto the top of page 58.  (For pages from this 

book, see Annex A08.)   

 

It appears from Birchôs Life of Robert Boyle that his ancestors were persons of importance among 

the titled landholders of Ireland.  The name was originally Biuvile, and Humphrey de Biuvile was a 

lord in the times of Edward the Confessor. 

 

At first I was inclined to ignore this passage because it was confusing.  First, Humphrey de Binville was not in Ireland, and, 

second, his father, Richard, who was in Ireland, could hardly be called his ñancestorsò.  Humphrey de Binville was said, by 

Meehanôs account, to have been at Pixley Court, near Ledbury, Herefordshire, which is nowhere near Ireland.  So the 

reference to Ireland is confusing, and probably in error.  Finally, the name was spelled incorrectly.  ñde Binvilleò has now 

become ñde Biuvileò.  I have not found a downloadable copy of Birchôs ñLife of Robert Boyleò, to determine whether the 

confusion respecting Ireland was Birchôs, or belonged to the author of the referring paper, but, I donôt think that matters.  I 

do believe ñIrelandò should be replaced with ñHerefordshireò in the above quoted sentences.  And there are many other 

statements in the article that make it appear very opinionated and non-factual. 

 

But, on a whim, I Googled [ñBiuvileò + ñDomesdayò]  (quotes and plus sign included, but not the square brackets) and 

struck a vein of silver, if not gold. 

1890 ï Hutchinsonôs ñHerefordshire Biographiesò 

In this book, on page 14, we have a brief two-page biography of Roger 

Boyle, the father of Sir Richard Boyle, and considered by the author a 

fitting person to include in biographies of the county, though he moved 

from there to Kent.  (For pages of this book, see Annex A09.)  Here are 

some relevant excerpts: 

 

The family of Boyle, though now locally unknown, once 

held a position of distinction in the county and city of 

Hereford.  They were of Norman origin, the name being 

originally De Biuvile (derived from the Norman village of 

that name, now Bueil*), and at the time of the Conquest 

came into possession of Pixley, near Ledbury, previously 

held by one Austil, as appears from Domesday Book ï 

Humfridus de Biuvile tenet de Rege Pichelei.  Austil tenuit. 

 

My Latin is a bit rusty, but the quote from Domesday Book, in italics, 

transliterates as ñHumfridus de Biuvile holds from the King Pichelei.  

Austil had held it.ò  I will return to this phrase later, and parse it in 

detail.   

1888 ï Grosartôs ñThe Lismore Papersò 

With some enthusiasm, I continued the search, and came across ñThe Lismore Papersò, Second Series, Volume 5, by the 

Reverend Alexander Grosart, 1888.  Lismore is the castle in which Sir Richard Boyle lived for most of his life in Ireland.  

Many of his papers were preserved upon his death in 1643, and, in 1888, almost 250 years later, an effort was made to 

publish them.  In Volume 5, along with several other minor items, we have a rather complete biography of Sir Richard 

Boyle, the First Earl of Cork, including several theories as to the origins of the family.  I was especially happy to find in this 

Pixley (Pixely) Court, Near Ledbury 
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book a more complete quote from Domesday Book regarding Humphrey, and this, in turn, lead me to return to Duncumbôs 

óCollectionsô and read the earlier pages of his book.  Things started to become more clear. 

 

I have to say that, though I was pleased with the find of ñThe Lismore Papersò, I was less than happy with the presentation 

in this book.  Rather than giving careful and critical attention to origins, it appears the author repeated every conflicting 

story he had heard, in a non-critical fashion, and provided little evidence supporting any of them, but, rather, intertwined 

them all into a silly tale.  The brief portion of his work in which I had interest seemed to be riddled with unexplained 

internal and external discrepancies.  And, instead of trying to separate truth from speculation and rumour, he, rather, tried to 

draw them all in as part of one larger truth.  As a result, he presents a complicated and shallow tale that appears to be 

preposterous after any amount of thought. 

 

Nevertheless, in spite of these serious flaws, Grosartôs book does provide another perspective on the stories.  (Pages from 

this book are in Annex A11.)  So, here are the relevant excerpts from the book, starting on page 193, from the Article ñLife 

of Richard, The First Earl of Corkò. 

 

In proceeding to tell the story of the Life and Lifework of the first Earl of Cork . . . more 

matterfully and critically than hitherto, as having more abundant materials [to draw from] ï it 

were easy to trace the Boyles back and back for long centuries in Arragon of Spain.  I have two 

reasons for eschewing such antiquarianism . . . 

 

By this, Grosart seems to indicate that this has already been done, tediously, elsewhere.  So, here again we have the story of 

Philip Boyle of Arragon coming to the fore (See Thoresby, Annex A02).  Again, I will put that discussion off until later in 

its own section. 

 

Leaving Dr. Dryasdust ï for whom, however, I have a sneaking kindness ï to verify the Spanish 

Biuile descent, I start with a bit of indubitable fact, viz., that in respect of the Herefordshire 

location of our Boyle family, a Sir Philip Biuile (boldly transmuted by the Biographia Britanica into 

Boyle, after Budgell), a knight of Arragon, is found to have signalized himself in a tournament held 

in the reign of our Henry VI.  It is assumed, on apparently probable grounds, that Biuvile passed, 

or was corrupted, into Boyle. 

 

I have to say that his ñindubitable factò seems to be quite doubtful to me.  I have found no other source that connects 

Herefordshire and Sir Philip Boyle.  But, setting that objection aside, I note that Sir Philip Boyle seems to be connected, 

originally, with Arragon in Spain, and then, by implication in this passage, to Hereford.  King Henry VI lived from 1421-

1471, so, this Philip Boyle lived approximately 230 years after Lodovic Boyle first took up abode in Hereford County circa 

1240.  Note the different spelling of Pixley.  Continuing on Page 194, we read: 

 

The earliest English-proper records show that the Biuviles were seated at Pixely Court, near 

Ledbury, in the county of Hereford ï which may have been the secret of above Sir Philipôs coming 

over to England. 

 

I think this is meant to imply that, having Boyle relatives already established in Hereford, Philip Boyle had an opportunity 

to come from Spain to England to pursue his career as a knight.  As I said before, I will pursue the story of Sir Philip Boyle 

in its own section below.  Note the different spelling of Pixley.  The ñPixleyò of Meehan, Cunningham and Hutchinson has 

become ñPixelyò.  From a historical point of view, this is a small difference, and of little or no importance, since spelling of 

place names has not been very stable over the centuries.  However, when a full-text search engine is your means for finding 

relevant passages from all over the World, spelling makes a big difference.  So, I was happy to discover another reason why 

previous searches had not turned up this and other passages.  Now, we come to an exceedingly interesting portion, and 

continue the search for Humphrey de Binville: 

 

A Humphrey de Biuvile was lord of the manor of Pixely, as we learn by Domesday Book, tit. 28: 

ñTerra Humfredi de Biuile in Radelau Hund.  Humfridus de Biuile tenet de Rege Pichelei Austil 

tenuitò ï the words óAustil tenuitô importing that it was in the reign of Edward the Confessor.ô  We 

then come upon Boyles (no longer Biuiles).  A. Lodowick (or Lodovick) Boyle of Henry III.ôs reign 

was father of a John Boyle, and he of a James, who had another Lodowick (or Lodovick), and . . . 

 

In the direct quote from Domesday Book in Hutchinsonôs ñHerefordshire Biographiesò the name is ñHumfridus de Biuvileò, 

and here it is ñHumfridus de Biuileò.  The letter óvô is missing here.  Is this an accident?  One or the other of these sources 

has transcribed the name in error.  Has this author conveniently left out the óvô to make the Hereford Biuviles appear more 
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likely to be related to the implied family of Biuiles of Arragon?  I need access to the original entry in the Domesday Book to 

determine which transcription is correct, or find other confirmation.  And, why is there a period in óA. Lodowickô? 

 

There are many discrepancies, both within Grosartôs account, and between his account and others.  ñHumfrediò should be 

ñHumfridiò if it is to be consistent with the nominative form of the name; and ñBiuilleò should be ñBiuvilleò if it is to be 

consistent with his usage in a previous paragraph; a period should be added between ñPicheleiò and ñAustilò to create the 

two needed sentences for the two contained verbs; and, Duncumbôs ñPichelseiò has become ñPicheleiò.  There is also the 

Pixely/Pixley variant in spelling.  And then, in Duncumbôs work, on page 65, Duncumb transcribes this Lordôs name as 

ñHunfrid de Buiuileò.  (See Annex A03 for pages from Duncumbôs work.)  Only access to the original Domesday Book 

could clarify these discrepancies. 

 

This author, Grosart, not believing that he has muddied the waters enough, has yet one more angle on the origins of the 

lineage of the Earl of Cork which he passes on, weaving the three tales together as one: English, Spanish, and Irish. 

 

Before passing on, it must be recalled that the surname Boyle occurs frequently, and with like 

antiquity with the Herefordshire Boyles, in Ireland.  As annotated in the place, on its casual 

mention, in the Diary of the Earl, there was a wide district in the county Donegal that was 

designated óOô Boylesô countrey,ô i.e. the barony of Boylagh, or territory of the OôBoyles.  The 

same name is likewise found in Roscommon.  The Boyle family name (in Celtic), is óOô Baoighillô, 

both in Ireland and in Scotland.  It is thus possible, even probable, that the ñGreat Earlò in 

migrating from England to Ireland, was returning to his own country primarily.  Certes Spanish 

Biuiles (or Boyles) would be more at home in the Island of Saints than in Herefordshire. 

 

Actually, I believe the Boyle name in Ireland pre-dates the Boyle name in Hereford by several hundreds of years.  They are 

not at all ñof like antiquityò.  I will examine the roots of the OôBoyle surname in Ireland a little later.  But the suggestion 

here, by Grosart, strikes me as totally preposterous, and motivated by a desire to invoke melancholy or wonder in the reader, 

rather than to propose a real possibility.  Would a Gaelic Lord of the name OôBaoighill from the northwest of Ireland move 

to Hereford circa 1086, change his name to de Biuvile, a Norman name, swear allegiance to a Norman king, and his 

descendant 360 years later offer welcome to, or even recognize, a distant Biuile relative from Spain? 

1916 ï Bannisterôs ñPlace Names of Herefordshireò 

The next big step along the road to discovering the true person behind the name ñHumphrey de Binvilleò was a book by the 

Reverend A. T. Bannister published, it seems, on his own coin, in which he meticulously identifies the record or source in 

which each variant spelling of each place name in Herefordshire first occurs historically.  Wow!  And I thought I was 

obsessive.  (See Annex A12.)  But it is a wonderfully useful reference book! 

 

From this book I learned that: 

- Bidney is in the civil parish of Dilwyn; 

- In 1346, Bidney was called Bydenweye; 

- Pixley and Pikestye and Pictôs Cross may be names of similar origins; 

- Pixley has had a history of different spellings: 

- 1086 Picheslei (Domesday Book) 

- 1243 Pikesley 

- 1291 Pikesleye 

- 1341 Pykesleye 

- Radelau is a ñHundredò in Domesday Book. 

1086 ï William The Conquerorôs ñDomesday Bookò Revisited 

Primed with additional information (i.e. different spellings of ñBinvilleò and ñPixleyò, I tried again to find an original 

source reference in Domesday Book, and, this time, struck the purely golden reference I needed. 

 

URL:  http://www.domesdayextracts.co.uk/details.asp?id=2532&rr1=Pixley, Herefordshire 

 

At this URL I was able to purchase an image of the page of Domesday Book which holds the reference to Humphrey de 

Binville.   

 

At the time that Domesday book was compiled, England was organized under the feudal system.  It was a complex and 

relatively stable administrative and political system that survived and evolved during the social turbulance and wars that 

took place over many centuries in Europe.  Under the feudal system, a King owned all of the land and gave the use of it to 
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his Lords who, in return, owed the King taxes and military support in time of need.  And the need arose often, since there 

were many wars and battles to be fought both within the British Isles, and on Continental Europe.  The fundamental unit of 

organization in the feudal system was the manor in which the local Lord lived, and through whom the Kingôs wishes were 

mediated to the general populace.  He collected taxes (geld) from the people for the King, provided military training to the 

young men, and sent the young men to the Kingôs army in time of need.  Between the manor and the King, there was a 

hierarchy of Lords (Baronets, Barons, Earls, Dukes, Marquis) of ascending station in life, each of whom had control of the 

land of lesser Lords, collected taxes from them, and organized armies on behalf of the King. 

 

Overlain on the pattern of manors throughout the land, the manors tended to be grouped into óhundredsô.  A hundred was 

roughly enough land to produce and support one hundred men-at-arms.  This was evidently a concept borrowed from the 

ancient Romans, and applied throughout most of Europe still, many centuries after the fall of the Roman Empire.  You 

recall the Roman army was organized as groups of 100 men led by a óCenturianô.  Under this system, if a feudal Lord had 

control of four óhundredsô of land, he could be expected to produce 400 men-at-arms when called upon by the King. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let me parse this entry from Domesday Book in detail, and translate (based on a translation by the vendor): 

Phrase from Domesday 

Book entry. 

Discussion Translation 

TERRA HUNFRIDI DE 

BUIUILE. In Radelau 

Hundô. 

Hunfridi is the genetive case of Hunfridus, implying 

ownership.  A óhundredô is an area of arable land 

capable of supporting a hundred men-at-arms.  Capital 

Us, capital Vs and small Vs are all identical in shape, 

but small Us are distinctly different.  This spelling of 

Buiuile is based on the following line which is clearly 

uiui and not uivi or vivi.  Is this an error, or should it be 

Buivile?  I take it at face value, for this translation. 

THE LAND OF HUNFRID 

DE BUIUILE.  In Radelau 

Hundred. 

HUNFRIDô de Buiuile 

tenô de rege 

PICHESLEI. 

I guess the diacritial mark that appears to be similar to 

an apostrophe implies part of the word (the case ending 

for HUNFRIDUS, and the tense ending for tenet) have 

been left out. 

Hunfrid de Buiuile holds, from 

the king, Picheslei (now 

Pixley). 

Anschil tenuit ho epi de 

Hereford. & pocerat ire 

quo uott. 

I think the third letter of Anschil would correspond to a 

modern ósô.  Compare the ófô in Hunfrid (below) and 

firma.  The mark that looks like a 7 is an ampersand &.  

ñcan go where he wouldò means he is free to attach 

himself to another feudal lord for safety and service. 

Anschil, a man of the Bishop 

of Hereford, had held it, and 

can go where he would. 

Ibi dimid hida geld. A hide is a measure of land varying between 120 acres 

and 240 acres, usually  about 120 acres.  One hide 

supports one peasant family, and one man-at-arms.  

ñRadelau Hundredò should, therefore, contain about 

100 Hide of land.  Geld is taxes assessed from time to 

time for defence of the land.  Picheslei had about 60 

acres of land paying geld. 

There is half a hide paying 

geld. 

 



Earl of Cork  13 Family Origins 

 

 

Domesday Book Entry Continued. 

Phrase from Domesday 

Book entry. 

Discussion Translation 

In dnio.e una car. & ii  

bord cu.i.carô. 

This is very cryptic. ñdnioò stands for demesne.  The 

demesne is the portion of land set aside for the use 

and support of the lord of the manor.  Car. Stands for 

caruca (or carruca).  A caruca is a plough-land, or the 

area that a plow-team of eight oxen can plow in one 

day, roughly equivalent to a hide, but not geldable.  A 

bordar is a tennant who has a few acres (about 5 on 

average) for his own use.  I interpret this to mean 240 

acres in support of the lord and two bordars. 

In demesne is one plough, and 

two bordars with one plough.   

Valuit & valet viii. solid. Solidus is money, valued at twelve pennies and the 

forerunner of the modern shilling, perhaps.  This says 

pre-conquest and post-conquest valuations are the 

same.  I believe this is the ógeldô valuation. 

It was and is worth 8s. 

Isd Hunfridô tenô 

MULESLAGE 

These are all spellings for the same place:  Muleslage, 

Moneslai, Muneslai, Mounsley, Muneslaga, Munsley.  

So much for consistency of spelling of place names. 

This same Hunfrid holds 

Muleslage (now Munsley). 

Semar  tenuit. & qòuott 

ire pocerat. 

Semar is a person who held the manor previously.  He 

is free to find a lord to take him in, if he can.  I could 

find no further information about Semar. 

Semar had held it, and can go 

where he would. 

Ibi i  hida geld. Hide is 120 acres.  Geld is taxes irregularly assessed 

for defence of the land. 

There is one hide paying geld. 

Valuit xvi. solid. A solidus is like a shilling, worth about twelve 

pennies. 

It was worth 16s. 

Modo sunch duo m 

p.xxx.sot. ad firma. 

m is manor.  sot. is solidus or money.  firma is taxes. Now these two manors pay 30s 

in taxes. 

 

We see here that ñAustilò in later sources is more properly ñAnschilò, though the lettering is difficult to decipher with 

confidence.  This extract settles a few questions, and raises a few.  For example, why is it that ñAustil tenuit.ò (which we 

now see more properly to be ñAnschil tenuitò) is interpreted by antiquarians as Hunfrid held it during the time of Edward 

the Confessor?  Edward died just prior to the Conquest in 1066.  ñAustil had held it.ò would seem to be the correct 

translation, and this would imply nothing about Hunfrid de Buiuile, other than that, in 1086, he now holds the lands of 

Picheslei, formerly held by Anschil. 

 

It appears that Anschil and Semar held the manors of 

Picheslei and Muleslage respectively, and they had been 

dispossessed of these holdings when they were given to 

Hunfrid de Buiuile.  Neither of these former owners were 

otherwise punished, and were allowed to go, as free men, to 

find another lord that would associate himself with them.  I 

donôt know what happened to Semar, but Anschil provides 

an interesting end to the tale, as described below.   

 

Total holdings were 1.5 hides (about 180 acres) of geldable 

land, plus demesne of 1 plough (120 acres), and 2 tenants 

(bordars) with one plough (120 acres between them), for a 

total of approximately 420 acres of tillable land (not 

counting waste land which may have been included in the 

hides and ploughs).  This is only a very rough interpretation 

of a very difficult passage.  Scholars make a living arguing 

about the interpretation of such passages.  J 

 

So, what happened to Anschil?     (URL:  

http://www.fabpedigree.com/s016/f224092.htm ) 

From ñThe Doomsday Gazeteerò 

 
(See Annex A13) 

http://www.fabpedigree.com/s016/f224092.htm
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It seems that Turgar, First Earl of Picheslei, lived in the time of Edward the Confessor, and died prior to 1066.  In his will, 

he divided his lands between his two sons Turgar (Jr) de Picheslei and Auschil de Picheslei.  I presume this is yet one more 

spelling of Anschil/Austil/Auschil.  Clicking the links that arise from the above URL we can produce this cool lineage: 

Gen 01: Turgar, First Earl of Picheslei (d. before 1066) 

Gen 02: Auschil de Picheslei (alive 1086) 

Gen 03: Sir Odonis de Picheslei 

Gen 04: Roger de Picheslei 

Gen 05: Walter de Picheslei (d. 1204) 

Gen 06: Roger de Pykeslegh 

Gen 07: Lord Hugh de Pykesleye 

Gen 08: Richard de Pykesleye (d. 1293) 

Gen 09: Richard de Pykesley 

Gen 10: Walter de Pykesley (d. 1370) 

Gen 11: John Pykesley 

Gen 12: William Pixley 

Etc. 

 

Many of these men were knights, in their time.  There is evidence that Hugh was lord of a manor.  Note the evolution of the 

name over time, an evolution that has  continued.  There is now a large family in the United States that traces their origins to 

Auschil de Picheslei, and they have a variety of last names like Pixley, Pittsley, and Piggsley. 

( URL:  http://nymormon.me/pixleyfa2/pafg20.htm#3879 ) 

 

What can we find of Muleslage?       URL:  http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/htt/1105.aspx ; Excerpted 30 August 2012. 

 

Munsley: Lower Court, motte, SMR no. 1607, OS grid ref: SO 6617 4083 ï Munsley is close to the 

Roman road, 6.5km north-west of Ledbury. The mound is 100m south-west of the parish church, 

which dates to c. 1100.  At the time of the Domesday Survey in 1086, Munsley was known as 

Muleslage, which may mean "Mul's clearing".  By the 1420s the parish was known as Mounsley. 

(Bruce Coplestone-Crow, Herefordshire Place-Names, British Archaeological Reports British Series 

214, 1989, p. 150)   A mound rising c. 2m above the approach on the north-east. On the west side of 

the mound is a ditch and on the east a large marshy area, which was perhaps once flooded by the 

small stream nearby.  The dry ditch has since been infilled.  To the south-west of the mound is an L-

shaped length of wet moat, formerly enclosing an outer court. In the moat are the foundations of a 

possible barbican.  The mound appears to be a motte. 

Humphrey de Binville ï Found!  

So, we come to the end of our search for óHumphrey de Binvilleô.  I believe that his name was actually óHunfrid de Buiuileô, 

or, possibly óHundrid de Buivileô, that he was a Norman lord of a manor called óPichesleiô (now Pixley Court, near 

Ledbury, Herefordshire), and another manor called óMuleslageô (now Munsley, just north of Pixley) in the year 1086 when 

Domesday Book was compiled.  The lands he held were in Radelau Hundred, and were previously held by Anschil de 

Picheslei, who was dispossessed of Picheslei, and by Samer (de Muleslage?), who was also dispossessed of his manor.  

There is no evidence to show that Hunfrid lived there in the time of Edward the Confessor, but, rather, was there some 20+ 

years after Edwardôs death. 

 

I found no credible evidence that would indicate Hunfrid was an ancestor of Lodovic Boyle of Hereford.  At best, the 

connection appears to be supposition, based on circumstantial evidence of (a) similarity of name, and (b) similarity of 

location.  In contrast, I point out that they were separated by about 160 years in time (4-8 generations) and many miles in 

space (from Ledbury to Hereford city).  Nor, however, is there any evidence that would rule out this man as an ancestor of 

Lodovic Boyle.  There is a very large óde Pichesleiô family that can trace their lineage back to that manor, who may or may 

not be descendants of Hundrid, but, by the records found to date, are descended from Anschil. 

 

http://nymormon.me/pixleyfa2/pafg20.htm#3879
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/htt/1105.aspx
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Letôs update our chart.  We can add Hunfrid de Buiuile as a possible ancestor of Lodovic Boyle, of the City of Hereford, in 

which the dotted line indicates a totally speculative connection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, the search for ñHumphrey de Binvilleò turned up several other sources of relevant genealogical information, 

going back to Lodovic Boyle circa 1240, so, let us revisit that discussion. 
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IV ï Lineage Back to 1240 - Revisited 

1890 ï Hutchinsonôs ñHerefordshire Biographiesò - Revisited 

The discovery of the variant spellings of ñHumphrey de Binville/de Biuile/de Biuvileò made it possible to locate several 

more good secondary and tertiary sources for the lineage of the Boyles in Hereford.   (See Annex A09 for pages from this 

book.) 

 

In ñHerefordshire Biographiesò we find a recounting of the genealogy of the Boyle family of Hereford.  He writes: 

 

They were of Norman origin, the name being originally De Biuvile (derived from the Norman 

village of that name, now Bueil*), and at the time of the Conquest came into possession of 

Pixley, near Ledbury, previously held by one Austil, as appears from . . .  From the reign of 

Henry III, the family pedig ree is clear.  Ludowick Boyle, who lived in that reign, was the father 

of John Boyle, and he of James, who had issue Ludowick, whose son was succeeded by James, 

his son and heir.  This James (great-great-grandson, of course, of the first Ludowick) was the 

father of another Ludowick ñof Bidney,ò and ñof The Friars,ò in the city of Hereford, in the 

reign of Edward IV.  This Ludowick, of the Friars, . . . had two sons, the second of whom, 

Roger, . . . had issue three sons, the second of whom, Roger, is the subject of this notice. 

 

The asterisk leads to a footnote which reads: 

 

The name was retained on the other side of the channel.  A Jean de Bueil was one of the most 

distinguished heroes of the war against the English in the fifteenth century; and was known, 

from the losses he inflicted upon them, as le Fléau des Anglais.   He fought at Orleans at the 

raising the seige by Joan of Arc, and was later made Admiral of France in 1450. 

1748 ï Innysô ñBiographia Britanicaò 

While searching for the true ñHumphrey de Binvilleò I also came across this book, late in the project.  In ñBiographia 

Britanicaò which, I think, was authored by several men, we read: 

 

It is thought that this firname was antiently written Biuvile, and by degrees was changed or 

corrupted into Boyle.  The firft account we have of them is, that they were feated at Pixely Court 

near Leadbury in the County of Hereford, of which Humphry de Biuvile was Lord . . . in the 

time of Edward the Confeffor (3).  Lodowick Boyle, who lived in the reign of King Henry III, 

was father of John Boyle, and he of James, who had iffue Lodowick, whofe fon was fucceeded by 

James his fon and heir, father of Lodowick Boyle of Bidney, and of the Friers in the city of 

Hereford, in the reign of King Henry VI (4).  This Lodowick . . . had iffue . . . two fons, . . . and 

Roger Boyle fecond fon (5); this Roger . . . had iffue . . . Roger fecond fon, . . .; Roger Boyle, the 

fecond fon, . . . had iffue . . . Richard Boyle fecond fon, Earl of Cork . . .. 

  

The numbers in parentheses are reference numbers for footnotes, as follows: 

 

(3) Letter from Dr John Frale to Mr Samuel Hartlib.  

(4) Vifat. Com. Hereford, in Bibl. Harleian. 90 A. p. 72, 73.  Seagerôs Baron, MS. In Bibl. Cot. 

(5) Genealogies of Families omitted in the Baronage, MS. P 131. 

 

To date, I have been unable to follow up on these hints of original source data.  (See Annex A10 for pages from this book.) 

Back to 1240 ï Putting it all together  

We can now construct this comparative chart showing the information gleaned from each of five secondary or tertiary 

descriptions of the lineage of Sir Richard Boyle in Hereford.  Note that I have not included the lineage described in 

Thoresbyôs ñDucatus Leodiensisò.  It is sufficiently in disagreement with these, and with others found in Burkeôs and 

Collinsô publications as to be discounted. 
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Comparative Table. 

Innys (1748) Archdall (1789) Duncumb (1804) Grosart (1888) Hutchinson (1890) 
Humfridus de Biuvile, 

Pichelei (Pixley 

Court), near Ledbury, 

Herefordshire, 1086 

(and in the time of 

Edward the Confessor) 

  Humfridus de Biuile, 

lord of Pichelei 

(Pixely) in 1086 

Humfridus de Biuvile, 

Pichelei (Pixley Court), 

near Ledbury, 

Herefordshire, 1086 

Lodowick Boyle, in 

the reign of Henry 

III.  

Lodovic (or Lewis) 

Boyle, in the reign 

of Henry III. 

Ludowick Boyle lived 

here in the reign of 

Edward III 

Lodowick (or 

Lodovick) Boyle of 

Henry III.ôs reign 

Ludowick Boyle, in the 

reign of Henry III 

John Boyle John Boyle John Boyle John Boyle John Boyle 

James Boyle James Boyle James Boyle James Boyle James Boyle 

Lodovic Boyle Lodovic Boyle  -   Lodowick (or 

(Lodovick) 

Ludowick Boyle 

Unnamed son John Boyle  -   -  Unnamed son?  The 

wording is confusing.  

ñwhose son was 

succeeded by James, his 

son and heir.  The 

wording of this 

genealogy is internally 

inconsistent. 

     

James Boyle James Boyle James Boyle James Boyle James Boyle, great-

great-grandson of the 

first Ludowick (??) 

Lodowick Boyle, of 

Bidney, and of the 

Friers in the city of 

Hereford, in the 

reign of Henry VI. 

Lodovic Boyle, of 

Bidney, and of the 

Friars of the city of 

Hereford, in the 

reign of Henry VI. 

Lodowick Boyle, of 

Bidney, and of the 

Friars, in the city of 

Hereford, in the reign 

of Henry VI 

Lodowick (or 

Lodovick) Boyle, 

of Bidney, and of 

the Grey Friars in 

Hereford 

Ludowick Boyle, of 

Bidney, and of the Friars 

of Hereford, in the reign 

of Edward IV. 

Roger Boyle Roger Boyle Roger Boyle Roger Boyle Roger Boyle 

Roger Boyle, 

ancestor of the Earl 

of Cork 

Roger Boyle, 

ancestor of the Earl 

of Cork 

Roger Boyle Roger Boyle Roger Boyle, of 

Hereford, moved to Kent 

Richard Boyle, 

created Earl of Cork 

Richard Boyle, 

created Earl of Cork 

Richard Boyle, which 

Richard laid the 

foundation of the honours 

of this family, being 

created Earl of Cork, etc. 

Richard Boyle, the 

ñGreat Earlò 
Richard Boyle, of Kent, 

moved to Cork, First 

Earl of Cork. 

 

Note the variant spelling of Lodovic/Ludowick/Lodowick.  Note the confusion between ñHenry IIIò and ñEdward IIIò, and 

also ñHenry VI and Edward IVò.  Note that Archdall provides the most complete lineage, and when you calculate the 

average age of birth of each son across the generations, his seems to be the most credible.  But even his account stretches 

credibility a little bit.  An average age of 326/9=36 for fathers having a first or second son seems very high.   

 

Note that the second John Boyle is mentioned in only Archdallôs work, is unnamed in two others, and does not exist in the 

last two.  In one other listing there is a suggestion his name is Lodovic, but the wording is exceptionally confusing.  I 

suspect that all of these genealogies are drawing from some ancient original source text which has incomprehensibly 

confused wording, and later genealogists fill the gaps with supposition, or simply drop a few generations.  When consulting 

www.ancestry.ca, we even get hints that another John Boyle could be inserted where the grey bar is, adding two generations 

of óJohn Boyleôs there and not just one. So, the greyed generations could be blank, just one generation óJohnô, could be two 

generations óJohn, then Johnô, or could be two generations óLodovic, then Johnô. Yet one more time, lack of access to 

source documents leaves us with a bit of a mystery.  My vote goes with óJohn, then Johnô, giving us an average of 

fatherhood of 326/10 = 32.6 years.  However, for the purposes of our chart, I will go with Archdallôs lineage. 

 

http://www.ancestry.ca/
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Having said all of that, without identification of and access to original source documents such as deeds, charters, parish 

records, or whatever else might exist, there is no solid reason to prefer one of these five accounts over the other.  They may 

all be incorrect in some fashion. 

 

Also note, for those interested in history, there is quite a bit of information on the Internet respecting the Grey Friars of 

Hereford.  There seems to be a connection between the Boyles of Bidney and the Grey Friars. 

 

However, there is one other variant lineage that I must present.  An antiquary by the name of Alcwyn C Evans has produced 

a wholly different lineage for Sir Richard Boyle, starting in 1200 A.D., also in the city of Hereford.  It is remarkable in that 

it contains the complete lineage, together with the name of each manôs wife, and the blazon of the arms of her family.  He 

styled himself as ñThe British Genealogistò. 

 

URL:  http://www.tlysau.org.uk/cgi-bin/anw/fulldesc_nofr?inst_id=1&coll_id=159&expand= 

 

From the above URL we get a brief biography of this author: 

 

CONTEXT  

Administrative/Bio graphical history: Alcwyn Caryni Evans (1828-1902), antiquarian and 

schoolmaster, was born on 14 May 1828, the son of Evan Donard Evans, schoolmaster. He ran a 

grammar school in Lammas Street, Carmarthen, for forty years and was married twice, first to 

Elizabeth Amelia Rees and later to Mary Thomas. Alcwyn C. Evans was a highly thorough and 

industrious antiquary who concentrated his studies mainly on the genealogies of the ancient families 

of South Wales and on the town and county of Carmarthen, frequently supplementing existing 

information with his own assiduous research. An essay on the history of Carmarthen won Evans first 

prize at the National Eisteddfod of 1867. He edited and annotated J. R. Daniel-Tyssen's Royal 

Charters ... of the Town and County of Carmarthen (1878). He was a member of the Cambrian 

Archaeological Association and of the Carmarthen Literary and Scientific Institute. For many years, 

it was Alcwyn C. Evans who prepared the rate books for the town of Carmarthen. 

 

CONTENT 

Scope and content/abstract: Manuscripts, [1850]-[1915], of Alcwyn Caryni Evans, mainly comprising 

antiquarian and historical material relating to Carmarthenshire and other places in Wales and 

including transcripts from parish registers, public records and other sources, and Welsh pedigrees 

and genealogical records compiled by Alcwyn Caryni Evans. 

 

The manuscripts of interest to me are a set of ñPedigree Booksò, eight note books in which he collected pedigrees and 

genealogical information about the people living in and near southern Wales in ancient times.  As Hereford is on the border 

of Wales, and has from time to time had large portions of it under the control of Wales, his interest spread that far. 

 

Here are some fascinating images from one of his notebooks: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Title Page from Book Four (Identified as E1, but looks like B1?) 

 

http://www.tlysau.org.uk/cgi-bin/anw/fulldesc_nofr?inst_id=1&coll_id=159&expand
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The British Genealogist, Page E14, Boyle Lineage 
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There are a number of things to note about this manuscripted pedigree, as follows: 

- A generation is missing.  Richard Boyle (see area marked in red) is in the wrong place.  Rogerôs sons were John, Roger 

(father of Richard), Michael and George.  Roger, son of Roger should be there instead of Richard.  And that Rogerôs 

second son is Richard.  We have lost a generation, and lost a Roger.  Thoresby (Annex A02) and others share this error. 

- There are Gwynnes and Tomlins in this Boyle family tree (bottom left).  I have not seen that elsewhere. 

- Mr Evans has carefully written the blazon for the arms of each person, where possible. 

- The lineage flows as follows: John, John, John, John, Peter, Peter, Peter, James, Lewis, Roger, Richard.  This is 

radically in disagreement with all other pedigrees that I have seen for this family. 

 

This pedigree has one characteristic that makes it appear more complete, and therefore more credible.  The increased 

number of generations (12, if we include the missing Roger) means that the average age of fatherhood is 29.6 years; 

substantially better than the 36 years needed in Archdallôs proposed lineage.  However, there are a couple of things that 

make me doubt the veracity of this pedigree:   

- First, the original ñSir John Boyleò, founding father of this lineage, is said to have been a knight ñof the order of St 

Michaelò.  However, the order of St Michael was not established until 1469, well after the estimated 1240 when the 

lineage started.  (See URL: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Saint_Michael .) 

- Second, the arms ñper bend, crenell®e, ar. & gu.ò were not formally assigned until 1569.  (See Annex A18.) 

 

These two apparent anachronisms make me doubt the veracity of the lineage.  And, this creeping doubt then makes me think 

that, otherwise, it is too good.  In each generation we are given the male heir, the spouseôs name, the father of the spouse, 

and the blazon of the arms of the spouseôs father.  It is a bit too good to be true.  So, I strongly suspect that this pedigree is 

fictitious.   

 

But a study of this apparently fictitious line did bear some very interesting fruit, metaphorically speaking.  It lead to a page 

called ñCommunity Treesò of the ñFamilySearchò website, containing records of the ñWelsh Medieval Database Primarily 

of Nobility and Gentry.ò  The first 

projenitor is at URL:   

http://histfam.familysearch.org/getperso

n.php?personID=I205748&tree=Welsh .  

But, the data in this tree is not only 

sourced from ñTheBritish Genealogistò 

manuscript, but also from another 

source manuscript, of which I did not 

find a copy, called ñHerefordshire 

mansions and manorsò by John Charles 

Robinson, containing substantial 

information about the Boyle family of 

Bidney.  (See Annex A14 for an extract 

of the genealogical data.)  Not having 

access to the original manuscript, I 

cannot separate fact from fancy for this 

entire tree. 

 

At this point, letôs update our chart of 

optional origins of the Boyle family.  In 

red, we see we have the alternate lineage 

from 1200 to present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Saint_Michael
http://histfam.familysearch.org/getperson.php?personID=I205748&tree=Welsh
http://histfam.familysearch.org/getperson.php?personID=I205748&tree=Welsh
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V ï In Search of Philip Boyle, Knight of Arragon 
As mentioned above, at page 295 of Flloydôs ñBibliotheca Biographicaò we read that Sir Richard Boyle is descended from 

Philip Boyle, a knight of Arragon, who lived in the reign of Henry VI.  This tale appears again and again in various 

secondary and tertiary sources.  Now, in this section, we explore the nature of this tale. 

1879 ï Chambers ñHistory of the County of Norfolkò 

As a first step towards understanding the story of Philip Boyle, we start with a book published in 1879 entitled ñA General 

History of the County of Norfolk, Intended to Convey All the Information of a Norfolk Tour, etc.ò, Volume II.   Again, the 

title is VERY long, as can be seen in the title page in Annex A15.  On page 786, at the bottom, there is mention of a portrait 

containing ñAn ancient representation of the combats fought by Sir John Astley, K. G., with Pierre de Massie and Philip 

Boyle.ò  There are two extensive footnotes on page 787, one for the combat with Pierre de Massie, and one for the combat 

with Philip Boyle.  They are both interesting to read.  The first did not end well for Pierre de Massie.  Herein is the tale of a 

knight demonstrating his merit in a tournament, and failing.  We understand from this that tournaments could be deadly.   

The second is of slightly more import, as we see Philip Boyle challenging John Astley.  It does not say that either perished 

in the fight, but John Astley received a pension for his courage and comportment, and Philip Boyle maintained some 

reknown.  This took place in 1442, during the reign of Henry VI.  It is therefore pretty certain that this is the same Philip 

Boyle as is mentioned by Flloyd and the other authors, and may have been contemporaneous with Lodowick of Bidney, of 

the Grey Friars. 

 

ñBe it so that I Philip Boyle, knight, of the realme of Arragon, was encharged to fight with a 

knight or squire, at the special request of my sovreign lord the most excellent, most puissant 

prince, the king of Arragon and of Sicily, and so forth, for the which I might not be quit of my 

said enterprise, for default of knowledge of arms of them in France, wherefore I am come into 

the realme of England, and into the court and presence of the most high Majesty of the most 

illustrious and victorious prince, the king of England and of France, the chief of valour and 

prowess, and by a supplication, and by a special grace I have got leave to bear a devise in his 

noble court, by the means of which I may be quit of my said charge, of the which I declare these 

articles here ensuing:ò 

 

ñThe first article is, that we shall fight on horseback, either of us armed as please him, with 

weapons accustomed to bear in battle, i.e. spears, swords, daggers, such and in such advantage 

as either of us like, without any false engine.ò  The second article is, that he that Godôs gives 

victory, shall have of the tôother his sword or his helme, or his other arms which he bears upon 

his head.  The third article is, if so be the same battle comes not to an end the same day, as is 

above said, we shall upon the morning accomplish it a foot, with the harness and the weapons 

that is left unto us, without pitying each other.  The fourth article is, that each of us may help 

himself with wrestling, with legs and feet, with arms and hands.  The fifth article is, because my 

horse and my harness is in Flanders, on the other side of the sea, if I shall have my horse and 

harness eight days after the day that shall be assigned, we shall hold the said battle; but if it so 

be that I may not recover them in time reasonable, that then we shall do the said battle on foot, 

either of us armed according to our will and power, to have axe, spear, sword, and dagger, as is 

above said.ò 

 

ñThat said combat was accomplished by John Astley, esq. the xxx day of January, in Smithfield, 

before the king, Henry the Sixth, of the realme of England, on the 29
th

 of his reign; and when the 

said John had done the combat, then it pleased the king of his highness for to make him knight 

the same day, and gave him 100 marks, for the term of his life; in the year of Grace, 

M ,CCCC,XLII.ò  He lies buried in the church of Patteshall, in the county of Stafford. 

 

Evidently this battle between Philip Boyle and John Astley was infamous.  If you Google [ñPhilip Boyleò + ñof Arragonò] 

(include the quotes and plus sign, but not the square brackets) you will find the event mentioned in several places.  Many of 

these repeat the tale that the Boyles of County Cork were descended from this knight. 

1737 ï Budgellôs ñMemoirs of the Boylesò 

Next, we turn to a book written by a man close to the Boyle family, who wrote the memoirs of Charles Boyle, 4
th
 Earl of 

Orrery.  In 1737, Eustace Budgell published the book ñMemoirs of the Lives and Characters of the Illustrious Family of the 
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Boylesò, with a preface written to John Boyle, Earl of Orrery, and an homage to Charles Boyle, his late father.  (To see a 

few pages from this quite interesting book, see Annex A16.)  On pages 2 and 3 of this book, Budgell says: 

 

Charles, late Earl of Orrery, was descended from an ancient and noble family, attended with a 

certain Felicity, of which few Families besides can boast; namely, that Ever since it was first 

enobled, there has been, at least, one of its Descendants more remarkable and conspicuous for 

Personal Merit, and undoubted Abilities, that for his Birth, Titles, or Estate.  We are told, that the 

person, from whom this family descended, was Sir Philip Boyle, a Knight of Arragon, who 

signalized himself at a tournament in the reign of Henry VI.  But the first of the family who 

acquired a vast fortune, and was made a Peer, was Richard, (the youngest son of Roger Boyle, of 

Kent, esq;) who is still so famous in Ireland, and so often mentioned by the title of The Great Earl of 

Cork.  

 

This is a most remarkable tale.  It is wholly and clearly at odds with the Hereford origins described in the works of Archdall 

and Duncumb et al.  It would seem to have legitimacy because it is written by a close friend of the family, and clearly 

represents the opinions of both Charles, 4
th
 Earl of Orrery, and his son John, 5

th
 Earl of Orrery.  And, it does repeat the tale 

of Arragon, Spain as the origins of the Boyle family and name.   

1840 ï Willsô ñIllustrious Irishmenò 

However, this next book, I believe, deals with that tale of Philip Boyle correctly.  In 1840 James Wills published a book 

called ñLives of Illustrious and Distinguished Irishmenò, Volume II.  (See Annex A17 for relevant pages from the book.)  

On page 407 of this work, Wills says: 

 

The family of Boyle is of ancient and almost immemorial antiquity.  Budgel, who has written their 

history, mentions that the ancestor from whom they are descended, was ñSir Philip Boyle, a knight 

of Arragon, who signalized himself at a tournament,ò in England, in the reign of Henry VI.  But, the 

heralds trace the family in the county of Hereford, so far back as Henry III., and as they confirm 

their deductions by the full details of personal history, we think it fair to acquiesce in their account. 

In the reign of Henry VI., Ludovic Boyle, of Bidney, in Herefordshire, left two sons, John and 

Roger.  The second ... 

 

This tells us that, in 1840, there were clearly two stories for the origins of Sir Richard Boyleôs family, but, after 

consideration, the heralds, and the author, both decided that the story which had Sir Richard Boyle descended from Philip 

Boyle was incorrect.  To be fair to Budgell, his book was a ñmemoirò, and not a learned study of genealogical data.  No 

doubt he strove to represent the knowledge and understanding of the family whose members he held in such high regard, 

and did so to some good effect, as it was surely read and approved by John prior to printing.  There are always these 

tantalizing hints that ñthe full details of personal historyò are extant, somewhere, for all of these intervening generations of 

Boyle sires.  Alas, I know not where. 

Sir Philip Boyle, of Arragon ï Found! 

In summary, we have this ancient and very romantic story.  In 1442, Sir Philip Biuile, a knight of Arragon, evidently a 

champion of their tournaments, was sent by his King of Arragon to find a worthy foe elsewhere.  Having found none in 

France, leaving his horse in Flanders he took ship to England, where he prepared a contract to do battle in a tournament 

before King Henry VI of England.  John Astley accepted the challenge for England.  We do not know whether Sir Philipôs 

horse was obtained, on time, from Flanders, to participate in the battle, nor do we know who won.  Charles Boyle, the 4
th
 

Earl of Orrery, and John, his son and heir, believed that they were descended from this international champion of the 

tournaments.  Budgell repeated this belief, and others referenced him.  The official genealogists (the heralds) apparently 

gave it no credence, and supposed the Earls of Cork to be descended from Lodovic Boyle of Hereford, of the time of Henry 

III.  

 

It is now time to update our chart, again, with this new root lineage of Sir Richard Boyle.  It is said that the lineage of Sir 

Philip Boyle can be traced for generations in Arragon.  I do not show that.  He arrived in England, in time, it would seem, to 

sire Lodovic Boyle of Bidney.  This is an interesting idea, though highly speculative, and is shown as a dotted line 

connection.  The new addition to the chart is shown in red. 
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VI ï  In Search of Stephen Boyle of Kentish Town 
Having examined two distinct tales respecting the origins of the Boyle lineage, (i.e. the tales about Humphrey de Binville, 

and Sir Philip Boyle of Arragon), I would like to look at the question from a different angle.  Coats of arms are usually 

authorized by a herald assigned this task under the supervision of the King-at-Arms.  These heralds could only assign arms 

within very clear rules.  They were professional experts in genealogical studies, as well as the rules of heraldry, and similar 

coats of arms usually meant common lineage.  Sir Bernard Burke was Ulster King-at-Arms, chief herald of Ireland.     

 

So, we can ask ourselves, ñFrom whence do the arms of the Earl of Cork come, and what do they tell us of the lineage of the 

Earl?ò  We will start by going to a respected compilation of information about arms, written by Sir Bernard Burke. 

1884 ï Burkeôs ñGeneral Armoryò 

If we consult ñThe General Armory of England, Scotland, Ireland and Walesò By Burke, we find twelve entries of arms 

recorded for families with the name Boyle.  (See Annex A18.)  Of these, two are associated with the Earl of Glasgow and 

close relatives.  One is associated with an old Gaelic Irish family of northwestern Ireland.  The rest seem to be associated 

with the Hereford/Kentish Boyles, the line from which I believe we sprang.  Note that the description ñPer bend crenell®e 

ar. and gu.ò  (the ñbroken shieldò) is a common theme, even between the Earl of Glasgow and the Earl of Cork. 

 

 Boyle (Earl of Glasgow). Quarterly, 1
st
 and 4

th
, or, on an eagle displ. with two heads gu. as a coat of 

augmentation, 2
nd

 and 3
rd

, per bend embattled ar. and gu., for Boyle; over all an escutcheon or, charged 

with three bucksô horns gu. for the paternal coat of Boyle of Kelburn.  [The present (6
th

) earl bears 

quarterly, 1
st
 and 4

th
, grand quarters counter-quartered, the above quartered coat and escutcheon or  

pretence; 2
nd

 grand quarter: ar. on a saltire sa. an annulet or, stoned az., for Maxwell of Pollok; 3
rd

, 

grand quarter counter-quartered: 1
st
 

and 4
th

, gu. a fess chequy ar. and az., for 

Lindsay; 2
nd

, or, a lion ramp. gu. 

debruised by a ribbon sa., for 

Abernethy; 3
rd

, gu. a fess erm., for 

Crawford; 4
th

, grand quarter counter-

quartered: 1
st
 and 4

th
, or, a chev. chequy 

sa. and ar. betw. three water bougets of 

the second, for Ross; 2
nd

, gu. three 

crescents ar. a bordure of the second 

charged with eight roses of the first, for 

Melville; 3
rd

, ar. a fess gu. betw. three 

hunting horns sa. stringed of the second, 

for Forrester.]  Crest ï An eagle displ. 

with two heads, per pale ar. embattled 

ar. and gu.  Supporters ï On the dexter 

side a savage ppr., wreathed about the 

temples and loins vert, holding in the dexter 

hand a branch of laurel ppr.; on the sinister, a 

lion per pale embattled ar. and gu.  Motto ï 

Dominus Providebit. 

 

 Boyle (Shewalton, co. Ayr).  Quarterly, 1
st
 and 

4
th

, or, an eagle displ. with two heads gu.;  2
nd

 

and 3
rd

, per bend embattled ar. and gu.; over all 

an escutcheon or, charged with three stagsô 

horns erect gu., two and one.  Crest ï An eagle 

displ. with two heads per pale embattled ar. and 

gu.  Motto ï Dominus Providebit. 

 

 Boyle (Earl of Cork and Orrery).  Per bend 

crenellée ar. and gu.  Crest ï Out of a ducal 

coronet or, a lionôs head per pale crenell®e ar. 

and gu.  Supporters ï Two lions per pale crenellée, the dexter gu. and ar., the sinister ar. and gu.  Motto 

ï Godôs Providence is my inheritance. 

Arms of the Earl of Cork 

 
One Interpretation.  My colouring. 

 

 

 

 

Two interpretations of the Arms of the Earl of Glasgow 
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 Boyle (Viscount Shannon.  Hon. Francis Boyle, 6
th

 son of the first Earl of Cork, was so created 1660; 

extinct 1740).  Same Arms, etc. 

 

 Boyle (Viscount Blessington.  Murrough Boyle, nephew of the first Earl of Cork, was so created 1678; 

extinct 1732).  Same Arms, etc. 

 

 Boyle (Earl of Burlington.  Richard, second Earl of Cork, was so created in the Peerage of England, 

1674; extinct 1753).  Same Arms, etc. 

 

 Boyle (Earl of Shannon).  Per bend crenellée ar. and gu. a crescent for diff.  Crest ï Out of a ducal 

coronet or, a lionôs head erased per pale crenell®e ar. and gu.  Supporters ï Two lions per pale crenellée, 

the dexter gu. and ar., sinister ar. and gu.  Mottoes ï Vivit post funera virtus; and Spectemur Agendo. 

 

 Boyle (Middlesex).  Per bend crenellée ar. and gu.  Crest ï Out of a 

ducal coronet or, a lionôs head erased per pale crenell®e ar. and gu. 

 

 Boyle (Hay Castle, co. Hereford).  Same Arms and Crest, a cinquefoil for 

diff.  

 

 Boyle (Kentish Town, co. Middlesex; granted 24 Jan., 1569).  Per bend 

crenellée gu. and ar. 

 

 Boyle.  Per fesse crenellée gu. and ar. 

 

 Boyle, or OôBoyle (an ancient Milesian family).  Or, an oak tree eradicated vert.  Crest ï A human heart 

gu. betw. a cross and sword in saltire ppr. 

Some interpretations of terms and abbreviations. 

Here I have excerpted some terminology that will help you understand the above descriptions. 

The directions  

Dexter ï the one on the right 

Sinister ï the one on the left 

Directions are always from the point of view of a person carrying the shield.  So the dexter lion is always to the one to the 

left of the drawing, when facing the drawing.  Confusing, eh! 

Shields ï also called escutcheons  

The face of the shield is called the field. 

Items are ñchargedò (i.e. painted upon) different ñpointsò in the field, if they exist. 

A ï Dexter chief point 

B ï Mid chief point 

C ï Sinister chief point 

D ï Collar or honour point 

E ï Heart or fess point 

F ï Navel or nombril point 

G ï Dexter base point 

H ï Mid base point 

I ï Sinister base point 

The lines  

(Partée) per pale ï divided into two in the middle by a vertical line.  Usually the first word is omitted. 

(Partée) per fess ï divided into two in the middle by a horizontal line. 

(Partée) per bend ï divided into two by a diagonal line from dexter chief to sinister base. 

(Partée) quarterly ï divided into four by a vertical and horizontal line. 

(Partée) per saltire ï divided into four by two diagonal lines. 

(Partée) chequy ï a checkerboard pattern. 
    

 

     A         B       C 

                 D 

                 E 

                 F 

     G         H        I 

 

Kentish Town Boyles 
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Embattled, or crenellée ï a line like a fortress wall. 

The metals  

ar. ï argent ï silver of colour 

or ï gold of colour 

The colours  

gu. ï gules ï red of colour 

Crowns  

The Ducal Coronet ï is placed above the escutcheon. 

Other words found in the Boyle entries:  

Betw. ï between. 

Cinquefoil ï a five leaved grass. 

Crescent ï a crescent moon located at the fess point with its horn towards the chief. 

Crest ï the crest appears floating above the escutcheon, and was used on a banner in battle to keep a force together.   

Difference ï an added charge to distinguish the owner from a close relative bearing the identical arms.  Usually a sonôs arms 

were a ódifferencedô version of the fatherôs. 

Displ. ï displayed ï with its wings expanded; applied to any bird of prey. 

Eradicated ï torn or rooted up by the roots; showing the roots; applied only to trees and plants. 

Erased ï forcibly torn from the body; a head, limb or other part of the body has its severed parts jagged. 

Supporters ï One or two charges placed to the left and right of the escutcheon.  

 

It appears that the heraldic device which is a notable part of the arms of most descendants of Sir Richard Boyle is the 

ñbroken shieldò escutcheon, described as ñper bend, crenell®e, gules and argent,ò.  For some reason, in my mind, when I 

first saw this shield, I named it the ñBroken shieldò of the Boyles.  Nobody else calls it by that name, so you wonôt find it 

elsewhere, other than in this document.  It appears that this ñbroken shieldò was first assigned to someone living in Kentish 

Town (near London) in the county of Middlesex in 1569.   

1868 ï Howardôs ñMiscellanea Genealogicaò 

In an attempt to find out just to whom the ñbroken shieldò was first assigned, I came across the book ñMiscellanea 

Genealogica et Heraldicaò, Volume I, Howard, (1868).  On page 285 there is this entry: 

 

(For examples of the queries from Edmund Montague Boyle, see Annexes M and N.)  Edmund Montague Boyle (1845-

1885) was a genealogist of some repute, and a descendant of the First Earl of Cork.  I take great delight in finding myself 

walking along in his footsteps in the sands of time, so far removed in time, space and culture.  Excited by this find, I 

purposed to see what other evidence of his work I could find on the Internet. 

1904 ï Francisô ñNotes and Queriesò  

Excerpted from ñNotes and Queriesò, Series 9, Volume 12, July ï December, 1903, Page 08.  (See Annex A21.) 

URL: http://www.archive.org/stream/s9notesqueries12londuoft/s9notesqueries12londuoft_djvu.txt 

 

QUARTERINGS. At 5
th

 S. vi. 312 a reply from the late MR. EDMUND M. BOYLE respecting a 

query about ' Seize Quartiers ' appears, in which he writes, in answer to a correspondent styling 

himself INQUIRER, thus : "If INQUIRER cared, I could show him many pedigrees exhibiting 

seize quartiers and a book attempting 4,056.  This wonderful number, I take it, must be a slip of the 

pen for 4,096, the number of a person's direct ancestors in the twelfth generation. Can any one give 

me an idea where I could gain particulars now of these "many pedigrees exhibiting seize quartiers" 

i.e., set out as such? for pedigrees almost invariably concern themselves with exhibiting a long line 

Ducal Coronet 

 

 

http://www.archive.org/stream/s9notesqueries12londuoft/s9notesqueries12londuoft_djvu.txt
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of descent in one family, not extending far from those of the family who come in the direct line of 

descent.  Has anyone information as to what became of MR. BOYLE'S genealogical collections 

after his death ; or could you assist me in any way to learn the titles of those books or tables of 

pedigrees in which the seize quartiers of the latest descendant of the family were made such a 

prominent feature ?  

 

I should be specially interested in learning something more about the pedigree "attempting to show 

4,056 [or 4,096]" direct ancestors. Any further information about these tables of seize quartiers will 

greatly oblige. In this remote part of the world one's only hope for securing copies of literary 

curiosities of this sort is in knowing exactly all possible particulars of what is sought for before 

instructing any dealer or collector to endeavour to procure it.  

 

JOSEPH COLEMAN.  

 

Evidently Edmund M Boyle had a very extensive collection of genealogical records of the peerage of Europe, and 

was working on his own ñ4096 Quartiersò.  Alas, this entry contains no useful information for my search, but it is 

certainly intriguing, and it does raise the question, ñWhere is Edmund Montague Boyleôs extensive genealogical 

collection now?ò 

1887 ï Metcalfeôs ñVisitations of Northamptonshireò 

Further research on Stephen Boyle of Kentish Town, Middlesex (Kentish Town is now, I believe, a part of 

London) shows that he married Joan Cope, daughter of John Cope and Bridget Rawleigh, circa 1560, in London, 

as per this note in ñVisitations of Northamptonshireò, published in 1887.  (See Annex A22.) 

 

Sir John Cope of Copes Ashby, co. North'ton, Kt., second son to William by Jone his second wife, 

mar., to his first wife, Bridgett, da. to Edward Rawleigh of Farnborough, co. Warwick, Esq., son 

and heir to Sir Edward Rawleigh, Kt., and by her had issue,ðErasmus, his eldest son ; George, 

second son ; Anthony, died sans issue ; Elizabeth, mar. to John Dryden of Copes Ashby, Gent. ; 

Jone, mar. to Stephen Boyle of Kentish Town, co. Middlesex, Gent. ;ðafter, the said Sir John mar., 

to his second wife, Mary, da. of ... . Mallory, and by her had no issue;ð thirdly, the said Sir John 

Cope mar. Margaret, da. and one of the heirs of Sir Edmond Tame, Kt., and by her had no issue. 

1801 ï Bethamôs ñBaronetage of Englandò 

Then in ñBaronetage of Englandò, Volume 1, by Betham (1801), pages 87 and 91, we read that Joan Cope and 

Stephen Boyle had no issue.  (See Annex A23.) 

 

I could find no other record of his father, Alexander Boyle, of Yorkshire.  And, neither Alexander Boyle, nor his 

son, Stephen Boyle, exist in the list of relatives of Sir Richard Boyle.  But, Stephen was contemporaneous with Sir 

Richard, and they both came from the southeast of the country ï Sir Richard Boyle, from Kent, and Stephen 

Boyle, from Kentish Town.  We just have the intriguing idea that (a) the broken shield was born by Stephenôs 

ancestors, and (b) it was adopted by Sir Richard, when he was titled.  We can speculate as to why the heralds 

assigned the device used in the arms of Stephen Boyle to Sir Richard Boyle.  I can think of two possible reasons.   

(1) Sir Richard Boyle was a relative of Stephen Boyle, but the documentation substantiating the relationship 

has been lost; or 

(2) The device was reassigned to Sir Richard Boyle, after Stephenôs death without issue. 

We must leave it there. 

Stephen Boyle of Kentish Town ï Found! 

Stephen Boyle, Gentleman, of Kentish Town, in Middlesex, was assigned arms in 1569.  His father, Alexander Boyle, was 

from Yorkshire.  Stephen Boyle married Joan Cope and died without issue.  There is no evidence that I can find that 

Stephen is related to Sir Richard Boyle, the first Earl of Cork.  Nevertheless, the arms of Sir Richard contain a heraldic 

device that seems to have been originally belonging to Stephen Boyle and his ancestors.  Any connection, heraldic or 

genealogical, would seem to be purely speculative. 
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We can now update out chart with yet one more branch of possible origins, but, this time, with an heraldic connection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VII ï In Search of the Cork/Glasgow Connection 
One has to only look briefly at the arms of Richard Boyle, the first Earl of Cork (Irish), and David Boyle, the First Earl of 

Glasgow (Scottish) to see that the same ñper bend, crenell®e, ar. and gu.ò escutcheon (or ñbroken shieldò) is part of both 

coats of arms.  Such a reuse of one of the heraldic devices would seem to imply a connection between these two Boyle 

families.  Furthermore, there are many tales on the Internet that say that the Boyle family of Hereford is an offshoot of the 

Boyle family of Scotland, an ancestor having moved from Scotland to Herefordshire circa 1200, further evidence of a 

connection between them. 

 

There is, perhaps, little hope that we can now resolve events that happened 900 years ago and discover the ñtruthò about our 

deep family origins.  Especially so, since some great minds, with access to primary documentation, made extensive efforts 

to do just that, starting about 250 years ago, in the dawn of the age of the publication of scholarly works on heraldry, 

history, and genealogy.  However, we can, at least, better understand just what they discovered, and how those discoveries 

are presented to us today in our popularized genealogical history. 

 

So, in this section, I try to establish the nature of that connection between the families of the Earls of Cork and Glasgow.  I 

do that in two stages.  First, I examine the development of the description of the arms of the Earl of Glasgow.  Second, I 

examine the earliest history of the lineage of the Earl of Glasgow, as I did for the Earl of Cork. 
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A Heraldic Connection 

Not having access to the primary documents available to the heralds and researchers of old, I must search for secondary and 

tertiary sources.  Secondary sources were written by those who had access to original documents, by authors of a scholarly 

and meticulous mind.  Tertiary sources were written by those that read and rehashed, combined, or embellished information 

found in secondary sources.  A good secondary source distinguishes between facts, interpretation of facts, and speculation.  

A poor secondary source does not.  Tertiary sources are, in general, but not necessarily, less reliable.  So, I will start with 

secondary sources relating to heraldry. 

1749 ï Urbanôs ñThe Gentlemanôs Magazineò 

The earliest such secondary source is called ñThe Gentlemanôs Magazineò.  (See Annex A24.) 

 

From:  The Gentlemanôs Magazine and Historical Chronicle. Volume XIX, For the Year MDCCXLIX,  By Sylvanus Urban,  

(1749) 

 

Starting on Page 581 

List of the Peerage of Scotland, with their titles at large, Blazon of their Arms, Dates of their 

Creations, and Mottos. 

 

and having this entry (#37) on Page 585 

 

37. Boyle E. of Glafgow, 1703. 

Titles] David Boyle, E. of Glafgow, Vife, Kelburn, and Ld Boyle of Stewarton. 

Arms] Quarterly, 1
ft
 and 4rth argent, an imperial eagle (difplayôd with two heads) gules, (as a coat of 

augmentation); 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 party per bend crenelle argent and gules, for the name of Boyle in 

England, (as a coat of affection); and over all, by way of furtout, an efcutcheon or, charged with three 

harts-horns gules, the paternal coat of Boyle of Kelburn. 

Motto]  Dominus Providebit. 

 

This description was written a mere 6 years after the creation of the title ñEarl of Glasgowò.  Notice the phrase ñas a coat of 

affectionò.  This is a curious phrase.    

1767 ï ñThe Peerage of Scotlandò by Almon et al. 

In a book published 18 years later, we have a similar but not identical description of the Coat of Arms of the Earl of 

Glasgow. 

 

From:  The Peerage of Scotland, by Almon, 1767.  Page 177.  

(See Annex A25.) 

 

Titles.]  The right honourable David Boyle, earl of 

Glafgow, vifcount Kelburn, and lord Boyle of 

Stewarton. 

Creations.]  Lord Boyle of Stewarton, 13 January 

1699, by William II I. And vifcount Kelburn, both 

in Coningham; and earl of Glafgow, in the county 

of Lanerk, 10 April 1703, by queen Anne. 

Arms.]  Quarterly, 2
fd

 and 4
th

 topaz, an imperial 

eagle, ruby, for the title of Glafgow, being formerly 

the creft of the family; 2d and 3d party per bend, 

crenelle, pearl and ruby, for the name of Boyle in 

England, (as a coat of affection) and over all, by 

way of furtout, an efcutcheon of the firft, charged 

with three ftags horns of the fecond, the paternal 

coat of Boyle of Kelburn. 

Crest.]  On a wreath, an eagle with two heads, 

party per pale crenelle, topaz and ruby. 

Supporters.]  On the dexter fide, a favage proper, wreathed about his temples and middle with laurel, a 

branch of which he holds in his right hand.  On the finifter, a lion, party per pale crenelle, pearl and ruby. 

Motto.]  Dominus providebit. 

From ñPeerage of Scotlandò, Page 68 
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Chief Seats.]  At Kelburn and Rowallan, in Airfhire. 

1866 ï Patersonôs ñCounties of Ayr and Wigtonò 

Roughly 163 years after the creation of the title Earl of Glasgow, we find published this description of the arms. 

 

From:  History of the counties of Ayr and Wigton, by James Paterson, Volume III - Cunninghame, Part II, Page 532.  (1866) 

(See Annex A26). 

 

Arms ï Quarterly, first and fourth, or, an eagle displayed, 

gules, as a coat of augmentation on the creation of the Earldom, 

being formerly the family crest; second and third, parted, per 

bend, crenelle, argent and gules, for the surname of Boyle in 

England, as a coat of affection; over all, on escutcheon, three 

hartsô horns, gules, two and one, the paternal coat of Boyle of 

Kelburne. 

Crest ï An Eagle with two heads displayed, parted, per pale, 

crenelle, or, and gules. 

Supporters ï Dexter, a savage, proper; sinister, a lion rampant, 

parted, per bend, crenelle, argent and gules. 

Motto ï ñDominus Providebit.ò 

Seats ï House, in Ayrshire; Halkhead, Renfrewshire; and Etal, 

in Northumberland.  

 

The wording has been adjusted, and we now see the phraseology ñfor the surname of Boyle in England, as a coat of 

affectionò 

 

In heraldry, a ñcoat of affectionò is a device included in the coat of arms, taken out of respect to some great house of the 

same name.  It therefore does not imply a genealogical connection, but, rather the opposite, implying that there was no 

obvious genealogical connection.  Based on the above references, we can conclude that the similarities between the coats of 

arms of the Earls of Cork and the Earls of Glasgow imply no connection by recent common ancestor of similar surname. 

1907 ï Paulôs ñScots Peerageò 

Finally, with respect to the description of the arms of the Earl of Glasgow, we have one more book I would like to quote.  

(See Annex A27.)  From:  ñScots Peerageò,  Volume IV, 1907, we find the following: 

 

EARL OF GLASGOW  

CREATIONS.   31 January 1699, Lord Boyle of Kelburn, Stewartoun, Cumbrae, Fenwick, Largs 

and Dairy ; 12 April 1703, Earl of Glasgow, Viscount Kelburn and Lord Boyle of Stewarton, 

Cumbraes, Fenwick, Largs, and Dairy, in the Peerage of Scotland; 11 August 1815, Baron Ross of 

Hawkhead ; 23 July 1897, Baron Fairlie of Fairlie, both in the Peerage of the United Kingdom.  

ARMS.   (recorded in Lyon Register). Quarterly: 1st and 4th, or, an eagle with two heads displayed 

gules, for the earldom of Glasgow; 2nd and 3rd, per bend embattled argent and gules, as a coat of 

affection (for the Earls of Burlington) : over all on an escutcheon or, three harts' horns erect gules, 

two and one, the paternal arms of Boyle of Kelburne.  

CREST.   A double-headed eagle displayed, parted per pale embattled gules and argent.  

SUPPORTERS.   Dexter, a savage wreathed about the loins with laurel, and carrying in his 

exterior hand a branch of laurel all proper : sinister, a lion rampant, parted per pale embattled 

argent and gules.  

MOTTO.   Dominus providebit.  

 

We see the same phrase in this description ñas a coat of affectionò but with the added phrase ñ(for the Earls of Burlington)ò.  

Finally, a hint! 

 

Who were the Earls of Burlington? 

 Richard Boyle, the First Earl of Burlington, was the second son, the sixth child, of Sir Richard Boyle, the First Earl of 

Cork (an Irish title).  He was born 1612 and died 1698.  He was created First Earl of Burlington in 1664 in the Peerage 

of England. 

 Charles Boyle, the Second Earl of Burlington, the grandson of the First Earl, died in 1704.  He succeeded as the Second 

Earl in 1698, holding the title for about six years. 

Arms of the Earl of Glasgow 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Earl_of_glasgow.svg
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 Richard Boyle, the Third and last Earl of Burlington, was born in 1695 and died in 1753.  He succeeded to the title Earl 

of Burlington in 1704, and the title went extinct on his death. 

 

The date of birth of the Second Earl is not published, 

but we can estimate his birth happening at least 20 years 

before the birth of the Third Earl, i.e., before 1675.  We 

can compare this with the First Earl of Glasgow who 

lived from 1666 to 1733.  I would then suppose that in 

1703 David Boyle of Scotland requested the standard 

escutcheon of the Kentish Boyles (per bend, crenellée, 

gu. and ar.), shown here included in the arms of the 

Earls of Burlington, to be used in his own arms, out of 

respect for his contemporaries, Richard (1
st
 Earl) and/or 

Charles (2
nd

 Earl). 

 

[Note:  I would have to look at the two family trees to 

see if there was any recent connection by marriage, 

which might be another source of such ñaffectionò.   In 

a brief review, I saw no such connection, but I have not 

had time for a detailed review.] 

 

In our search for origins, it appears that the Earl of 

Glasgow draws some of the devices of its blazon of 

arms from the Earl of Cork (indirectly) and not the other 

way around. 

 

We can now update our chart of origins with one more 

piece of the puzzle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Coat of Arms ï Earl of Burlington  

 
 

Arms:  Quarterly 1. [Per bend embattled (Boyle)] 2. [Checky 

a fess (Clifford)] 3. [Quarterly 1 & 4. Ermine on a pile 3 

lions passant gardant 2 & 3. Two wings conjoined 

(Seymour)] 4. [Fretty a canton (Noel)], [on an escutcheon of 

pretence, On a bend 3 owls (Savile)]  

Supporters:  A lion rampant per pale embattled and A talbot 

ducally gorged, Coronet of an Earl, Order of the Garter  

Motto :   VIVIT POST FUNERA VIRTUS 
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Some Geography 

Before we continue, looking at the genealogical connection, we need to explore a little of the geography of France and 

Great Britain by looking at portions of two maps gleaned from the Internet, showing the counties of France, and counties of 

Great Britain. 

 

First, look at the map of France, from 

which I have cropped the relevant 

portion.  Note the two counties (or 

provinces) on the English Channel 

called ñBasse Normandieò (Lower 

Normandy) and ñHaute Normandieò 

(Upper Normandy), each with their 

capitals, Caen and Rouen respectively.  

Note, also, the location of Picardie. 

 

There are a few smaller villages (or 

towns or cities, I am not sure of their 

current status, but that is not important 

for us now) which are not shown on the 

map, but which are of potential interest.  

Northwest of Caen, on the jutting point 

of land in Lower Normandy, is a place 

called Morville.  And in Picardy, on the 

river Aire, is a place called Morville,  

much closer, and to the northeast of 

Caen is a place called Beauville.  And 

in Upper Normandy, close to but to the 

northwest of Rouen, there is a place 

called Bouville.  To be sure, there have 

been and are many places in France 

called Morville and Beauville, but 10
th
 

century versions of these two places are 

mentioned in the research on the Boyle 

family origins. 

 

URL: 

http://www.ukoffroad.com/4x4_clubs.ht

ml 

Excerpted 23 July 2012 

 

Now, please, look at this map of the 

ancient counties of Great Britain, from 

which I have cropped the relevant 

portion. 

 

Note the counties of Ayrshire, 

Wigtown, Kirkudbright, and 

Dumfriesshire in Scotland, 

Cumberland, and Northumberland in 

England on the border with Scotland, 

Lancashire in England, Herefordshire in 

England on the border with Wales, and 

Kent in the far southeast.  Again, a 10
th
 

ï 15
th
 century version of these and the 

neighboring counties all play a role in the varied stories of the origins of the Boyle families.  Kelburn Castle, the ancient 

seat of the Earl of Glasgow, is located in the extreme northern tip of Ayrshire. 

Counties of France 

 

Ancient Counties of Great Britain 

 

http://www.ukoffroad.com/4x4_clubs.html
http://www.ukoffroad.com/4x4_clubs.html



















































































































































































































































